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IV. Jn Jttempt to proye the Jntiquhy of the Vene- 
real Difeafe, long before the 'Dtjcoyery c/ the 
Weft-Indies j in a Letter from M}\ Wiliiam 
Beckett jSurgmi^ to Dr. James Douglafs, M.D. 
and R. Soc. Soc. and by him communkatcd to the 
Royal Society. 

SIR, 

TH E Undertaking I am at prefenc engaged in, 
has unavoidably obliged me to coaiult, among 
others, a great Number of ancient Phyficai and 
Chyrurgical Books, vvritten by my own Couritrymen : 
From thefe { rook the Hint, chat the Femreai Difedfe 
was known among us, much eaiiier than the y£>./, 
which has been generally affign'd for ic> Rife by mo 
dern Authors ; for it's believed it was not known, zt 
leaft in Emope^ till about the Year 1494. Not^vith- 
ftanding which, I determin, in the following. Papers, 
to make it evident, it was frequent among us fome 
Hundreds of Years before that Date. I could men- 
tion feverai Phyficians and Surgeons of Eminence; wlio 
have been of the fame Sentiments with me, pardcular* 
ly, the Learned Dr- Charles Patin, who has written a 
curious Diflertation to prove the Antiquity of this D^i- 
eafe, which is fufficient to excu(e me from the Impu- 
tation of having ftarted a Novelty, or being at the 
trouble of quoting ancient Authorities before taken 
notice of, from the moft ancient Writers of Medicine ; 
as the Great Hippocrates, Gdsn, Avian, Celfus.^c and 
even the Holj Scriptures. I fliall in thefe and fome fol- 
lowing Papers, lay afide all tbofe foreign Aids and Af- 
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fiilaiices, and trace out the S)7mproms of the Difeafe, 
as they naturally arife, from the firft Infediioo to the 
laft deflrudive Period, and fliew that, by learching in- 
to our ov¥n Antiquities, we may be furnidied with fn- 
flances of the Frequency of the Diftemper among us, 
in all its refpedive Stages, before ever our Modern Au- 
thors dream it had irs Appearance in Eurppe. 

I Hiall begin wiih the firft Degree of this Difeafe, 
and prove from authentick Evidences, it was anciently 
caird the 'B^enmnS or 'Burning; ; and that this 
Word has been fucceiTively continued for many Hun- 
dreds of Years, to fignify the fame Difeafe we now 
call a Ciitp 5 and that it was not difcontinu'd till that 
Appellation firft began to have its Rife. The moft like- 
ly Method to accompHfli my Deiign, will be firft to 
examine thofe Records that relate to the Sum, which 
were by Authority allowed to be kept on the Bd^k-Side 
in Scutlma^k^ under the Jurifdidlfon of the Bp. of fF/^ 
ckfier, and which were fupprefled the 3 7.4 ot HeB.YllL 
For it's impofUbie but, if there were any fuch Diftem- 
per in being at that Time, it muft be pretty com.nion 
among thofe lewd Women who had a Licence for en- 
tertaining their Paramours, notwithftanding any Rules 
or Orders which might be eftablrlli'd to prevent its In- 
creafe : Bat if we fhail find that there were Orders e- 
flabhfii'd to prevent the Spreading of fiich a Difeafe, 
that Perfons might be iecore from any contagious Ma- 
lady after their Entertainment at thoie Houies f which 
were anciently Eighteen in Number, but in the Reign 
of Hc^.Yll reduced to Twelve} we m^ay then fecurely 
depend upon it.- that it was the Frequency of the Dil- 
eale that put thofe that had the Audioriry, under a 
necellky of making fuch Rules and Orccrs. For che 
fame Powers that granted a Liberty for keeping open 
(uch lewd Houfes^ mult End it their Intereft toleciire, 
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as much as poffible, all Ferfons from receiviiig any In- 
jury there; left the Frequency of fuch Misfortunes 
fliculd deter odiers from frequenting them, and To the 
original Defign of their Inftituticn ceafe; from the en- 
tire fmking of the Revenues. Now I find that, as ear- 
ly as the Year II 6x,* divers Conftitutions relating to 
the Lordihip of Winchefter^ ( being alfo confirmed by 
the King J were to be kept for ever, according to the 
old Cuftoms that had been time out of mind. Among 
which thefe were (bme, viz* No Stem-hhkr to take 
more for a Woman's Chamber in the Week than 14^- 
Not to keep open his Doors upon Holy Days. No fm- 
gle Woman to be kept againft her Wii), that v^^ould 
leave her Sin. No fingle Woman to take Money to 
lie with any Man, except (he lie with' him all Nighc 
till the Morning. No Stew holder to keep any Wo-* 
man that hath the perilous Infirmity of OBUtttinS. 
Thefe and many more Orders were to be ftricStly ob- 
ferved, or the Offenders to be feverely punilhed. Now 
we are affured there is no other Difeafe that can be 
communicated by carnal Converfation with Women, 
but that which is Venereal, by reafon that only is con- 
tagious ; and it's evident the OSUtniUg was certainly 
fo : For, bad it been nothing elfe but iome fimple Ul- 
ceration, Heat, or Inflammation, there would have 
been no Contagion ; and that affeding only the Wo- 
man, could not be communicated by any Venereal Con- 
grefs, and io not inferr a Neceffity of her being com- 
prehended under the reftraining Article. Thefe Orders 
likewife prove the Difeafe was much more ancient than 
the Date above-mentioned ; becaufe they were only a 
Renewal of fuch as had been before ellablillied mm out 

of mind. 

But to confirm this farther, I find that in the Cu- 
ftody of the Bilhop of mmkfier, whofe Palace was 
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fitiiated on tlie Bmk fidcf near die Stews, was a Book 
written upon Vellum, ibe Title of which mrs thus 5 

liiiiitf0, a0 toell fo;j t^c ©altjation of ramies 
Mfy m to; to aCc^f toe manp ^pfctiiff0 aiiB 3iit^ 
cOiiljrritetits tljat caplei? k life tl)ece fo? to fall 
ototf to tit tislJtftiU^ Mptj anB Biie e):eciuco{i of 
fllfiii to be Don unto anp petfoniie tDft^in tlje 

faillf# One of the Articles begins thus; De Ms qui 
ci4f$dmnf MuUere^ habentes l<!efhandam jn^rmitatim. It 
goes 00, Item, %%^t HO SteMolBfC fetep HOO CClO^ 

man iBptMii 110 DOU0 t|iat |att) an? €)?clncflt 
oC BRENNiNG, l)ut ttiat ttie be piitte out upon 
t|)e pepc of niafeiit a fpne unto tlje ilo?d of a 

ljUnO?ftl ®ijglpng0» This is taken from the Origi- 
nal Manufcript which was preferv'd in the Bifliop*s 
Court, fuppos'cl to be writrCii about the Year i43o* 
From thefe Orders we may obferve the Frequency of 
the Diftemper at that Time; which, with other In- 
conveniencies, was m^lt^ \\\ t^t fO? tO fall OtBfC* 
aad the Greatncft of the Penalty, as the Value of Mo» 
ney then' was, that is laid on it, proves it was no tri- 
iing or infignificanc thing* 

But the bare Proof of" there having been aiicientlyr 
ibch. a DifcaCe m was called the 'BtHJUtng? «i^y he 
thought to be infufiicienti uniefs we were„,perfed:ly 
aifared^what it was, and how it was in thdif Times 
defcribed : } ihall therefore do- ic from- .an unquediijna-, 
ble Authority, which is that of Jolm Ardtn, Efq; who. 
was one of xh% Surgeons to our King Richrd il. and 
likswife to King Henrj W. hi a curious iVfariufcrip.!: 
of his upon Vellum, he defines it to be, a certain in- 
ward Heat and Excoriadon of the Urethra ; which J^e* 
fcriptkin gives us s- perfetfc Idea of what^ we now call 
%:Ckp; for frequejic UiUeilioiis ofthofcthac laboured 
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under that Difcafe, have made it evident, that theit 
Urethra is excoriated by the Virulency of the Matter 
they receive from the infeded Woman ; and this Ex- 
coriation or Ulceration is not confined to the OfiioU 
or Mouths of the GlanduU Mufcofe, as has been late- 
ly thought, but may equally ahke attack any part of 
the Urethra, not beyond the reach of the impelled ma** 
hgnant Matter. The Heat before defcribed, v^hich 
thefe Perfons are fenfible of, as well now as formerly, 
is a Confequent of the excoriated £/r^//^r^ ; for the 
Salts contained in the Urine muft neceflarily prick and 
irritate the nervous Fi^ri/A^, and excite a Heat in thofe 
Parts of the Urethra which are diverted of ics natural 
Membrane ; which Heat will always be obferved to be 
more or lefs, as the Salts are diluted with a greater 
or lefs Quantity of Urine ; a thing I have often ob- 
ferved in Perfons that have laboured under this Infir- 
mity in hot Weather, when the perfpirabie Matter be* 
ing thrown off in greater Quantities, the Salts bear a 
greater Proportion to the Quantity of Urine, and there 
by make m Difcharge at that Time fo much the more 
painful and troublefom. 

Thus we fee this very early and plain Defcription 
of this Difeafe among us, to be entirely conformable 
to the latcfl and mod exadi Anatomical Diicoveries. 
Here is no Tone of the Teflkks depravedj according 
to Triij'inus Petronius; no Exulceration of the Far a fiat. t, 
according to Rondeletms ; no Ulceration of the Serm- 
nal Fe(jelsf according to Platertis; no Seat of the Dif^ 
eafe in the FeficuU Semtnaks or Proftat^e, according to 
Bartholin^, nor in thofe Parts and the Tefticles at the 
fame Time, according to our Countryman W.hartojt and 
others, who have falfly fixed the Seat of this Difcafej, 
and whole Notions, in this refpeifl, are now juftly' ex- 
ploded ;• but a ii'nglc and true Delcrigtion of h^ and 
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Its Situatiort, about an Hundred and Fifty Years be- 
fore any of tbofe Gentlemen obliged the World with 
their learned Labours. 

Having, I hope, fufficiently made it appear, iha 
^UCninS was a Difeafe very early among us, and, 
given the Defcription of it, I flball proceed to fay fome- 
thing of the ancient Method that Vi^as made u(e of to 
c«re it. We are uqk to exped: the Meafures our Pre- 
deceflbrs, in thofe early Times, made u(e of, flioold 
be calculated for the removing any Malignity in die 
Mafs of Blood, or other Juices, according to the Pra- 
d:ice in Venerial Cafes at this Time; becaufe they 
looked upon the Difeafe to be entirely local, and i:he 
Whole of the Cure to depend upon the Removal of 
the Symptoms,* H^nce ""t was they recommended fuch 
Remedies" as were accommodaced to the taking off the 
inward Heat of the Part, and cure the Excoriations or 
Ulcerations of the Urethra,. The Procefs for the ac- 
complilhing of this, I ftiall fet down from the before- 
mentioned John Arden, who wrote about the Year 
1380. his Words are as follow. Contra, Incendtum. Item 
contra incendtum Firga Firilis interius ex calore ^ exco^ 
fiat tone J fiat talis Sjringa f i. e. inje&io ) Unitiva. Ac^ 
dfe Lac muUeris mafculum nutrientis^ & parum zucarkm^ 
Oleum vioU & fttfans^ quihus commtxtU per Syringam 
infundatury ^ fi prddiBis admifcueris lac Amigdalarum me-^ 
Uor erit medkina. There is no doubt but this Remedy, 
being ufed to our Patients at this Time, would infal- 
libly take off the inward Heat of the Part, and cure 
the Excoriations or Ulcerations of the Urethra, by which 
means what iflued from thence would be entirely ftopr; 
and this was all they expeded from their Medicines, 
forafmuch as they were entirely unacquainted with th^ 
Nature of the Diflemper ; and did not in the lead ima- 
gine, but if the Symptoms that firft attacked the Part 
were removed, the Patient w^as entirely cured* I 
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I fliall now, as a farther Confirmation of what I have 
advanced, proceed to prove, that by this ^^CtlUlng or 
^UtntnS ^s meant the Venereal Difeafe, by demon- 
ftrating that fucceeding Hiftorians, Phyfical and Chi- 
rurgical Writers, and others, have all along with us in 
England ufed the very fame Word to fignify the Vene- 
real Malady. \n an old Manufcript i have by me, 
written about the Year 1390. is a Receipt for %ltXi- 

Ming of t\)t pinit?l, pt men clepe ^e apesallt^ 

®dX\t being an old Englifn Word for a running Sore. 
They who know the Etpnologie of the Word Apron, 
cannot be ignorant of this. And in another Manufcript, 
written about 50 Years after, is a Receipt for '^Uttt^ 
ins ii^ that Part by a WoniaLi. Simon Fifh, a zealous 
Promoter of the Reformation in the Reign of HenNUh 
in his Supplication of Beggars, prefented to the King 
in 1 5]0. fays as follows, Thefe he thy ( fpeaking of the 
Romift) Frkfts ) that ccrrupt the whole Generation of Man^ 
kind in jQur Realm^ that catch the Fockes of one ^'oman 
and hear ihsm to another j that he ^Utnt t^^^h one Wom:n 
and hare it to another ; that catch the Lepry of one Wo-- 
man and hare it unto anethen But to make this Matter 
flill more evident, ! am to obfcrve, that J^idrew Boordf 
a Doclor in Fhyfick, and Eomiili Prieftj in the Reign 
of Henry VIIL in a Bock he wrote, entituTd 7he 
Breviarj of Health, printed in 1546. fpeaks very par- 
ticularly of this fort of Burning ; one of his Chapters 
beginneth thus, Clje 19th CtjapiffC DOf^ fltilD Of 
BURNING of an ipatlOtte V where his Notion of com- 
municatifig the BMrning is very particular* The fame 
Author adds/ that if a Man be Client with an Har- 
kt, znd do meddle with another Woman within a Day, 
he liiall OBlltll the Woman that he Ihail meddle wirh- 
al; and as an immediar^ Remedy agaioO: die ^Htll^ 
inS> ^^ recomrBends u.;€ walliiiig the Ffide^da two or 
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three times with White Wine, or elfe with Sack, and 
Warer I tot if the matter have continued Jong, to go 
to an expert Chirurgeon to have PeJp* In his 8zd 
Chapter, he fpeaks 6f two forts of Biirning, the One 
by Fire, and the Cither by a Woman through carnal 
jCopulation, and referrs the ;Perft)n that is ^BUtttt of 
a H^rkt to another Chapter of his for Advice, what 
i# do, f f lie gft a O0?ffr 0? ttCOi fo called from 
its Frotuberancy or bunching out : For 1 find about that 
Time the Word -p^co was moftly made ufe of, to fig- 
nify that ffirt of Swcltiiig which ufually happens in pe«» 
flilential Difcafes. 

From hence it appears, ^ Burnings by its Confe- 
quents, s^zimmrld, fmce every Day's Experience makes 
it evident, that the ill Treatment of the firft Symptoms 
of the Difeafe, either by aflringent Medicines, or iihe 
removing them by coohng and healing the excoriated 
Parts, will generally be attended with fuch Swellings in 
the Groin, which we rarely obferve to happen from a- 
ny other Caufe whadbever. 

I ihall give a few more fnflances of this Difeafe be- 
ing calFd the J?#r;?/>^, and conclude. In a Manukript 
I have of the Vocation of "^ohn Bale to the Biflioprkk 
oi Opry in Ireland, written by himfelf, he fpeaks of 
Dt. Hugh Weft on {who was Dean of Wmdfor in ijjd. 
but deprived by Cardinal Pole for Adultery ) as fol- 
lows, *' At this Day is lecherous W(fton, who is more 
'[ praaifed in the Art of ^ltt\^ ^mXiXXig than all 
*' the Whom of the Stews. And again, fpeaking of the 
fame Perfon, he fays, '* He not long ago b^fnt a Beg* 
'* gar in StBotolfh's Parifli. The fame Author fays of 
him elfewhere, ^* He had been fore Bitten with aWin^ 
^* chefler^Goofe, and was noc yet healed thereof i which 
was a common Phrafe for the Pox at that Time , be- 
cauic the Stcw$ were under the Jurifdidion of theBilliop 
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af Winchefter. Mich, Wood, in his Epifile before Stefk 
Gar£mr's Of ation de vera Ohedientia, printed at Rhom^ 
1 559. gives another Evidence of the Obutnttig* And 
WilliamBuUein, a Phyfician m the Reign of Qiieen Eliz, 
in a Book he publifti'd, call'd fk Bulmrk cf Defeme, 
&c. printed in \%6%> bringing in Sickmfs demanding 
of Health what he iliould do with a Diieafe calFd the 
French Pockes, Health anfwers, '• He would not that a- 
'' ny lliould fiflie for this Difeafe, or to be bold when 
'' he is bitten to thynke thereby to be helped, but ra- 
•' ther to efchewe the Caufe of thys liifjrciiicr, and 
" filthy rotten ^Urilittg of -Harhts. 

I believe, by this time, I have fuSciently proved 
what I propofed, that the firft Degree of the Venereal 
Difeafe was very anciently known among us, under 
the Title of "BUtHinS 1 and that you may lofe no 
more Time at preient upon this Subject, I ihaii reierve 
my CoUedions, which Ihew that the Difeafe, when it 
came to be confirmed, was no Novelty here in thole 
early Times, for a further Opportunity, and detain you 
no longer than to expreft my PleaFare in profeffing 
my felf. Tours, &c. 

^"'"^/xt.t Will !BecietL 



Yf Jccuratarum Ohferyationum Jjlronomkarum^ mu 
710 fuperkre e> currente^ cum %^» Societate €o?n^ 
municatarum Syllo^e. 

Ntereft fane Scientise nc psreant Obfervata Aflrono- 
mica, debita cura fidifque Inftrumentis ab Artifi- 
cibus idoneis c^slirus deptompta: Hoc enim folo 
fundamento nititur Urania pradica. Itague in his Tra^f 
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